ONE WORLD :   TWO WARS
because to have forgotten any single point might then have had
serious results.
THE ROUGH-NECK JAPANESE AT HOME
February 28, 1941
The rough-neck Japanese are not rough only with foreigners but
with their own people as well, and the papers have recently reported
that jostling, disorder, and actual fighting are occurring in the waiting
lines before the movie houses. When Mr. Kita, Director of the
National Life Guidance Department of the Imperial Rule Assistance
Association (how's that for a title !), was asked for his view, he is
reported to have said : "I should say that it resulted from lack of
training on the part of the crowd. Pleasure-seeking,- as long as it
is limited to once or twice a month for relaxation from hard daily
work, is quite all right, but even those whose pleasure-seeking is
justified have no right to push and elbow one another at the entrance
of a theatre." The manager of the movie house said : " This shows
how heatedly the general public is seeking amusements." The
fact is that amusements, and in fact all the joy of life, are now so
restricted that people are getting ugly. It is natural. The German
slogan should in Japan be altered to Kraft durch Unfreude.
A JAPANESE STATESMAN UNBENDS
March 20, 1941
Diplomatic dinner at the official residence of the Vice-Foreign
Minister and Mrs. Ohashi. Ohashi was affable, almost genial, and
seems to have mellowed personally since he took office. Anyway,
Alice kept him in gales of laughter during dinner. After dinner
Ohashi talked with me for a long time and very interestingly—about
education in Japan, the classics, and the faults of their educational
system, which taught the young to memorize continually without
using their minds in a discriminating way; on this subject he was
very outspoken. Then he got on to the subject of the President's
recent speech, and said he had been scratching his head in an attempt
to understand what the President had in mind when he referred to
dictatorships in the Far East; certainly the President couldn't have
been referring to Japan because, with her many faults, Japan at
least was not under a dictatorship; and then he had got it; why,
of course, he was referring to Chiang Kai-shek, the perfect dictator.
As for America supporting the democracies, he couldn't imagine any
country less democratic than Chiang Kai-shek's China.
He spoke of Admiral Nomura's talks with the President and Mr.
Hull, and had been glad that both sides had agreed that a Japanese*
American war would be an absurdity. He inveighed against the bad
treatment of foreigners in Japan. He talked with surprising interest
and with a good deal of humour, and was perfectly willing to discuss

